m Library and Information Sciences biint ISR

Online ISSN: 5977-2676

The Advent and Consolidation of Movable-Type Printing in Mashhad
(1902-1925 CE)

Mostafa La’l Shateri
Assistant Professor, Department of Archeology and History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities,
University of Neyshabur, Neyshabur, Iran. E-mail: mostafa.lalshateri@neyshabur.ac.ir

Abstract

Objective: This article seeks to provide a comprehensive conceptualization of the role of
Movable-Type printing houses in shaping the cultural, political, and media landscape of the city
by examining the process of the introduction and consolidation of Movable-Type printing
technology in Mashhad during the late Qajar period. Furthermore, it addresses the challenges of
indigenization, the role of key actors, and the interactions between the Toos and Khorasan printing
houses with local traditional institutions.

Methodology: The research employs a descriptive-analytical methodology, grounded in the
collection and analysis of original archival documents and specialized library resources. Initially,
financial records, contracts, correspondence, publications, and books pertaining to the Tus and
Khorasan printing houses were purposefully collected and categorized. Subsequently, the
amassed data was evaluated using a qualitative content analysis approach and comparative
analysis. This process aimed to elucidate the trajectory of the technology's localization, the role
of human networks, and the socio-cultural impact of typographic printing in Mashhad. This
methodology has enabled a precise reconstruction of the introduction and consolidation of
Movable-Type printing, clarifying the roles of technical and social factors in the formation and
evolution of Mashhad's typographic industry during its first two decades.

Findings: The belated introduction of Movable-Type printing to Mashhad in 1902 CE saw the
Tus and Khorasan printing houses act as primary agents in restructuring the city's print culture
and information landscape. Through technical innovation and engagement with traditional
institutions, these establishments successfully overcame the initial challenges. Typographic
printing paved the way for significant developments, including the expansion of newspapers, a
greater diversity of published content, and the proliferation of texts with predominantly political
and social orientations. This printing paradigm, often reliant on local human capital and
community networks rather than state support, played a fundamental role in creating a dynamic,
modern communicative sphere for disseminating post-Constitutionalist ideas in Mashhad. The
thematic diversity of the published works reflects this, demonstrating the proliferation of varied
perspectives and the emergence of new intellectual discourses.
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Conclusion: The transition from lithographic to Movable-Type printing in Mashhad was
emblematic of the broader shift from tradition to modernity. The growing preference for Movable-
Type printing, driven by the need to meet administrative and press requirements, accelerated
transformations within the media landscape. With printing houses such as Toos and Khorasan at
its forefront, Movable-Type printing emerged as a key element in the city's cultural, civic, and
political developments, significantly influencing Mashhad's public discourse. These
establishments played a pivotal role in shaping the public sphere and generating social criticism.
This advent and consolidation formed an integral part of the larger process of cultural
reconstruction, representing a confluence of technology, power, and identity on the path to
modernization.
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