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Abstract

Objective: Information literacy treatment is a new concept that is an important part of the
disease process and patients should have good information in this area. Therefore, the main
purpose of the present study is a study of the needs and information resources for cancer
patients in the components of information literacy treatment.

Methodology: The research is an applied type that was conducted by survey method. The
statistical population of the study consisted of 570 cancer patients who completed their
treatment stages at Omid Hospital in Mashhad. They were referred to this center at the time of
conducting the research. 230 patients were selected by stratified random sampling as sample
size. Data were collected through a researcher-made questionnaire that includes 37 items for 6
components of information treatment literacy (medications, treatment, nutrition, tests, treatment
costs and sport) as well as 19 items on various sources of information literacy treatment. The
method of scoring the questionnaire was based on a Likert scale (from 1 to 5). The validity of
the questionnaire has confirmed by specialists and stability of the questionnaire also approved
considering to Cornbrash's coefficient alpha. To calculate the Cronbach's alpha coefficient, 30
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questionnaires were distributed among the sample, the results showed that in all dimensions of
the questionnaire, the coefficient was more than 9/0.

Findings: The findings showed that among 6 components of information literacy treatment, 5
components such as medication, treatment, nutrition, testing and treatment costs are the most
information needs of the patient and their least information needed was allocated with an
average of 2.72 in the sport component. In relation to the information resources, the lowest
mean refers to educational classes and the hospital librarian and only in 5 sources, the average
was higher than the average level (3), these sources of information were in the order of average:
"therapist", "other non-specialists in the disease", "hospital nurse”, "nurse in the department of
chemotherapy", and "other patients with the same illness".

Conclusion: Patients' resources and how to understand the use of information resources should
be given special attention because patients are exposed to a wide range of information sources.
The role of hospital librarians in this regard can be very high, as they can provide information to
the medical staff and also patients because they have enough cognitive information resources
and they have the ability to identify quality and reliability of information.

Keywords: Information treatment literacy, Information needs, Information resources, Cancer
patients, Hospital, Mashhad.
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